Examples of class meeting policies and practices – January 2011

Emerson College begins with the fact that each day of the week have 13 Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays across the semester = total of 65 instructional days.  Our semesters are 15 weeks including final exams and our 4-credit courses meet for 200 minutes per week.  If need be, in most cases this requires that we need to have a Tuesday or two or some other day be on a Monday schedule.  We also have two “Make-up/Reading days” in the Spring Semester that we can use in case of snow cancellations as we did this year.  These days can also be used by faculty for makeup of missed classes due to travel or illness.  Our policy states that all classes must be made up due to Federal FA requirements concerning time in the classroom, etc.
William F. DeWolf, Ph.D., Registrar
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We do not have a written policy, however, we occasionally have similar practices. The first thing to come to mind is summer classes where shorter sessions require a greater number of contact hours per week. During the academic year, we also allow some specialized types of courses to violate the norm of 3 hours per week for 14 weeks (for a 3 credit class). They must be scheduled so they do not interfere with our traditional time slots, or at least with particular courses within those times. In fact, I suppose that would be the policy that prevents the 2 week class that you describe. Any class scheduled outside of the standard 50 minute/3 times a week, 75 minute/twice a week or 3 hour evening model requires Provost approval.
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We use a formula of 750 minutes of contact time per semester hour of credit for lecture courses.  For a number of years we have offered January Interim courses that meet for two weeks.  Typically they meet either mornings or afternoons and students can only take one course.  We have some creative instructors who try to do similar things during the regular semester though not usually as short as two weeks. 
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8 weeks in the minimum class meeting
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